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Taylor faculty salaries below consortium average 
AMY MEYERING 
Editor 
The salaries of Taylor faculty 
are significantly lower than sala­
ries at other schools within the 
Christian College Consortium, 
according to a report prepared by 
the academic budget subcommit­
tee of the faculty personnel 
committee. 
The report found during the 
1996-97 academic year, Taylor 
ranked 13 out of the 14 schools 
in the Consortium in what fac­
ulty members are paid, with Up­
land faculty paid $43,000. The 
Consortium average is $49,200. 
These numbers take into account 
several factors: base salary, ben­
efits, cost of living and work 
loads. They reflect overall fac­
ulty, not faculty rank, such as 
professor, associate professor 
and assistant professor. 
Figures for faculty salaries 
and benefits were compiled from 
the journal Academe. Workload 
figures were obtained from the 
offices of provost and academic 
dean at the schools within the 
Consortium. They were then 
presented first to the President's 
Council and then to the faculty 















and Gary Bard, 
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eral studies on 







ries and make 
recommenda­
tions based on their findings. 
The report examines cost of 
living, benefits and faculty work 
loads, comparing them to and 
ranking them with the 13 other 
CONSORTIUM COMPARISON 
'to 
The Academic Budget Subcommittee compared the 
professors' salaries of the different schools in the consor­
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*Salaries include actual salary, regional cost of living, benefits, and work load. 
schools within the Consortium 
over a seven year period, from 
the 1990-91 academic year 
through the 1996-97 academic 
year. 
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to teach 27 
credit hours, the highest of all 
the Consortium schools. Every 
65 70 
other school requires 24, except 
for Seattle Pacific University, 
which requires 22. 
Work load also takes into ac­
count the faculty/student ratio, 
which for the 1996-97 academic 
year at Taylor stood at approxi­
mately 17 students to each pro­
fessor. This ratio has dropped 
since 1990-91, but is still the 
highest among Consortium 
schools. Overall work load is 25 
to 30 percent more than these 
schools. As a result, what ap­
pears to be a normal 40-hour 
week actually works out to be a 
51-hour week., 
What do all of these numbers 
mean? The report concludes that 
in order to prevent burn-out and 
difficulty in hiring new faculty, 
salaries need to be raised and 
work loads need to be decreased. 
The cost to bring faculty salaries 
and work loads up to par with 
other Consortium school is sig­
nificant, but has not been fully 
estimated. The Board of Trust­
ees will meet in January to re­
view the information and begin 
to make decisions to solve these 
problems. 
Volleyball finishes best-ever season 
MEGAN LINTON/ The Echo 
Josh Sandoz and Sarah Cooper prepare for the production of "C.S. Lewis & 
Company. To Namia and Beyond." The show runs tonight and tomorrow 
night and includes selections from Lewis' novels, lectures and letters. 
ABIGAIL JOHNSON 
Sports Editor 
They just kept winning and 
winning and winning—it seemed 
like they would never stop. Going 
into nationals, the women of the 
volleyball team had an unprec­
edented record of 45-1. For the 
first time ever, the team advanced 
to .the Elite Eight of the NAIA Na­
tional Volleyball Championships. 
They won their first three 
games, putting effort into some of 
the toughest games they had 
played all season.While still in 
pool play, they prevailed over their 
first three opponents, Doane, 
Westminster, and Lewis-Clark. 
However, their fourth game, held 
on Friday morning, brought a loss 
to Rockhurst (Mo.). The scores 
were 4-15,18-20, and 8-15. 
Despite this loss, the team ad­
vanced to the quarterfinal round. 
Steele and Lastoria All-Americans: Steele All-Tournament 
PRESS RELEASE 
Volleyball players Natalie 
Steele and Erin Lastoria have both 
been named AVCA/NAIA All-
Americans. The award is pre­
sented jointly by, the American 
Volleyball Coaches Association 
and the National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics. 
Steele was selected to theAll-
America First Team, the first time 
she has received this honor in vol­
leyball. She set the career kills 
record for both the NAIA and all 
divisions of collegiate volleyball. 
She finished the 1997 season with 
1,005 kills, giving her a total of 
3,602 kills in her four-year career 
at Taylor. She was also one of six 
players named to theAll-Tourna-
ment First Team at the NAIA 
National Volleyball Champion­
ships. She set a new NAIATour-
nament record with 42 kills in the 
team's loss to Northwest Nazarene. 
Lastoria was named to the 
All-America Third Team for the 
first time in her career. She re­
corded 587 kills and 48 service 
aces this season. 
In their first game, the women 
fought hard, but lost in 3-2 to 
Northwest Nazarene. The final 
scores were 15-10, 15-13, 8-15, 
15-17, and 13-15. 
The final record for this season 
stands at 48-3. They were the 
Great Lakes Regional Champions, 
as well as the Mid-Central Confer­
ence regular season and tourna­
ment champions. 
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Men's basketball record at 
5-4, women's up to 3-8 
Tar a Shellabarger 
women's game on 
JIM GARRINGER/ Special to The Echo 





After getting off to a rocky 
start, the women's basketball team 
seems to be finding its stride. 
Tuesday's home game against 
Depauw brought a victory of 19 
points, the ending score being 86-
67. Natalie Steele's first basket­
ball game of the season did not 
have a high point yield; she ended 
the game with only eight points, 
but she only played for a little over 
14 minutes. 
The high scorer of the game 
was Sara Krause, with 22 points. 
Only two other players scored in 
double digits. They were Kristi 
Bosman with 19 points and Yen 
Tren with 17 points. Krause also 
Compiled by Jessica Barnes 
Congratulations! 
Saturday, December 6, 





proposal of marriage. 
The two plan to marry 
this coming summer. 




C.S. Lewis Reader's Theatre 
Mitchell Theatre 
8 p.m. 
ICC Christmas with Jay 
Dining Commons 
After Men's Basketball Game 
Gospel Choir Christmas Concert 
Recital Hall 
7:30 p.m. 
C.S. Lewis Reader's Theatre 
Mitchell Theatre 
8 p.m. 
Sunday, December 14 
Music Dept. Concert 
"The Joys of Christmas" 
Rediger Auditorium 
3 p.m. 
Saturday, December 13 Tuesday, December 16 
Women's Basketball at Friday, December 19 
Spring Arbor Women's Basketball at 
1 p.m. Franklin College 
I p.m. 
Ivanhoe's Classic 
Odle Gymnasium S'udy Break 
m Dining Commons 
II p.m. 
UPLAND TIRE & SERVICE 
CENTER, INC. 
200 S. Main St. (at the bridge) 
998-0871 
Get Your Car Ready 
for Christmas Break! 
Fall Special 
Includes the following: 
•Flush & fill the cooling 
system 
•Inspect belts & hoses 
•Check and fill all fluids 
•Inspect battery & 
alternator 




1221 E. Main 
GAS CITY 
led in rebounding with six re­
bounds, followed by Bosman with 
five and Tara Shellabarger with 
four. 
The previous Saturday the 
women lost to Olivet Nazarene at 
home 72-64. Tran was the leading 
scorer with 26 points, and Krause 
was the leading rebounder with 6. 
Their next game is this Saturday 
at Spring Arbor. 
MEN'S BASKETBALL 
A tournament this past week­
end in Nashville, Tenn. brought 
two losses for the men's basketball 
team. In the game against 
Lipscomb last Saturday, the final 
score was 65-60. Derek Taatjes 
and Andrew Davies tied for lead­
ing scorer, each with 14 points. 
Taatjes was the leading rebounder 
with 9 rebounds for the game. 
Friday, the men played Okla­
homa Christian and lost 75-63. 
John Chastain was the leading 
scorer for the game with 16 points, 
and Andrew Davies captured 6 re­
bounds to become leading 
rebounder. 
The men will be in action at 
home this weekend in the 
Ivanhoe's Classic, with games on 
Friday and Saturday. 
CONGRATULATIONS to soccer 
player Dan Rhodes for being 
named NAIA Scholar-Ath­
lete. Rhodes, a junior forward 
from Rockledge, Florida, is a 
business major with a 3.53 
GPA. He was the leading 
scorer for the team this sea­
son, with a total of 14 goals 
and 6 assists. 
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Enjoy bowling on automatic scoring 
AMF ACCU-SCORE, and HPL 9000 lanes by AMF 
$1 a game 
all year with TUID 
662-7673 2114 West 2, Marion 
i Pta : "Hut 
6 Gas City Pizza Hut 
V. 
PIZZA SPECIAL! 
$8.99 MEDIUM EDGE 
PIZZA 











restaurant t t 
'Famous for Chicken, 
Salad Bar & Homemade Pies 
Mon.- All You Can Eat Chicken 
Wed. - All You Can Eat Fish 
SR 3, Hartford City 
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Merry Christmas and a big, fat, happy credit bill 
——————————. il—lllllll • nnr/1 nnmn'tniAC 
MEGAN LINTON 
Features Editor 
Ahhh, the holidays. 
This is a time famous for 
yuletide blessings, visions of 
sugarplums, family get-togethers 
and long naps on cold afternoons 
in big, comfy chairs at 
grandma's house ... not to men­
tion all the food, Christmas 
decorations, vacations and of 
course, the gifts. 
All of this good cheer can 
cost a pretty penny. In fact, 
sometimes it seems like "Merry 
Christmas!" bows out to "Cash 
or charge?" as the most common 
phrase heard around this time of 
year. 
And in the midst of all this 
buying, it becomes very impor­
tant to understand the nature and 
weight of this decision of 
whether to use cash or credit. 
Credit cards first came about 
in the late 1940s when U.S. 
banks began to issue special pa­
per to be used as a form of cur­
rency in local stores. In 1951, 
the Franklin National Bank in 
New York legitimized this prac-
, tice by offering the first credit -
card. 
The idea spread and several 
banks around the country began 
to accept these cards when used 
in the stores of certain accepted 
merchants in the area. In the 
mid-1960s, these banks began to 
merge in their acceptance of 
credit cards and birthed a few 
large interdependent organiza­
tions, the likes of which have 
become companies such as 
MasterCard and Visa. 
As the years passed, the idea 
of credit became extremely 
popular, and several credit card 
companies went international. 
Nowadays, most credit cards 
are available without an annual 
fee, which means these compa­
nies bank on the assumption that 
their cardholders will not pay 
their balance when it is due. The 
longer you put off your payment, 
the more you owe. The more 
you owe, the longer you have to 
put off your payment. It's a vir­
tually endless loop. 
This "loop" tends to pull in 
more people than most of us 
might think. 
"I have a college student in 
here maybe once every two 
weeks telling me the problems 
they're in, not being able to pay 
back the amount that they've 
charged and getting phone calls 
from creditors and collectors," 
says Rick Seaman, associate pro­
fessor of business. 
It is primarily for this reason 
that Seaman opposes the use of 
, MEGAN LINTON/The Echo 
Most people prefer credit and feel it is the more convenient means of purchase. 
credit cards, especially for 
young adults. He suggests that 
most people use them incor­
rectly. 
"Most people don't use it as 
a means of consolidating pay­
ment, even though that's one of 
the reasons given for using a 
credit card," says Seaman. 
"Most people don't pay their 
credit card balances off every 
month. The average credit card 
balance according to the stats I 
saw just a month ago is currently 
about $5500." 
What this means is that 
people have taken on more and 
more debt that they cannot pay 
off each month. Seaman sug­
gests that this whole debt thing 
is probably pretty disappointing 
to God. 
As Seaman says, we're al­
most telling God that in spite of 
how much we trust Him in all the 
other areas of our lives, He 
doesn't seem to understand how 
much money we need to live on. 
And so we spend beyond our 
means to make up for the money 
that God has somehow neglected 
to give us. 
"And what does more money 
do?" asks Seaman. "It just gets 
us more things. And somehow 
that's important enough that I'm 
going to borrow. And when you 
borrow, you're saying you're 
going in debt with future pay­
ments." 
In this sense, you are not only 
spending beyond your means for 
the current month, but you have 
already spent tomorrow's money 
as well. 
As Christians, we are ex­
pected to be good stewards of the 
gifts that God has given to us. 
That not only includes tithes and 
offerings, but also staying out of 
debt. 
Verses in I Timothy 6 tell us 
that we are to be content with 
food and clothing. They also ad­
monish us to avoid the trap of 
loving money so much that we 
fall into foolish and harmful de­
sires that can only lead us to ruin. 
The parable of the talents in 
Matt. 25 tells us we are to put 
our money to work. Going into 
debt does just the opposite. 
What's more, the entire na­
ture of being in debt says that 
you must become a slave to this 
thing called money and whoever 
you owe it to, when we are to 
have only one Master. 
All that is well and good, but 
Visa tells us that "cards have be­
come an integral part of our 
lives," and MasterCard even 
goes so far as to say that "plas­
tic money inevitably will dis­
place cash and checks as the 
money of the future." 
We are living in a world 
where credit is no longer an op­
tion and nearly a necessity. You 
certainly can't attempt to pur­
chase something over the phone 
or internet with cash. You'd be 
laughed at. So credit is a must, 
right? 
Not necessarily. All major 
credit card co panies now offer 
an alternative to credit-debit. 
Unlike credit cards, debit 
cards draw directly from your 
checking account. In other 
words, you have to actually have 
the money before you spend it. 
Debit cards offer the conve­
nience of having a major credit 
card company behind you while 
keeping the cardholder from 
spending beyond his means. It's 
like a plastic checkbook. 
And as for credit cards being 
more "convenient" than cash, 
perhaps "dangerous" is a better 
word. 
"Studies have shown that 
people with credit cards, on av­
erage, spend about 20% more 
than the people with cash," says 
Seaman. "It seems like free 
money to us. The only way not 
to be tempted is to pay cash." 
With all of that in mind, when 
you head out to the mall this 
holiday season to find the per­
fect gifts for those you love, 
think before you buy. 
If you don't, you may be­
come one of millions of Ameri­
cans who regret their generosity 
on January 24th when the credit 
card bill finally comes. 
• aitiisslpiig 
vision, and scholady^ || I , 
Our vision is to provide an environment in which people who 
hear  the cal l  of  God on their  l ives  can prepare. . .  
where they can be challenged, discipled, loved, taught and 
raentored... where they can become great preachers and 
teachers, evangelists and missionaries, counselors and 
scholars, theologians and pastors." Df mUer Q Kaisen jr 
President 
If this sounds like you, 
call today to find out Gordon-Conwell 
more about enrolling at THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Gordon-Conwell soxxm *BOSTON *CHARL(yrrE 
(800) 428-7329 www.gcts.edu 
Voices/Entertainment December 1997 
Wow. It's the end of the semester. 
If yours has been anything like mine, 
you really don't want to write or read 
another word. The last few weeks have 
been especially tough for all of us. Pa­
pers and projects have been staring us 
in the face. Sickness has been spread­
ing and slowing us down. We don't 
have enough time to eat, go to class or 
sleep because there's just too much to 
do. We're all living for the end of our 
last final when we're finally done. 
The last thing I want to do at this 
incredibly stressful time in the semes­
ter is preach. I don't want to write any­
thing like that, and I know you don't 
want to read it. But in the midst of the 
mountains of work we have to do, 





It sounds impossible, even to me as 
I write this. There's too much to do to 
lose one precious minute. But I think 
it's necessary. 
Stop and consider that Christmas is 
now less than two weeks away. This is 
the season to celebrate the Incarnation, 
to stop and consider Christmas, to look 
beyond the story we're so used to hear­
ing and actually ponder what it all 
means. It's so much more than what's 
usually portrayed on your Christmas 
cards. 
Stop and listen to your friends. It's 
so easy to get caught up in what you 
have to get done now—writing that pa­
per, studying for that test, heading to 
another group meeting. Things do have 
to get done, but don't sacrifice your 
friends in the process. Stop and ask 
them how they are doing. Stop and 
spend some time with them. Laugh to­
gether. Pray for each other. > 
Stop and look around. Look at the 
campus lit up in Christmas lights. 
Watch the snow fall (whenever it hap­
pens to arrive). Enjoy the simple and 
the gaudy displays of lights in the 
neighborhoods. Stop and watch kids 
playing with pure joy in the snow. 
Life does get pretty complicated 
during this time in the semester. 
There's so much to think about and 
even more to do. It's easy to lose fo­
cus, to lose sight of what the season 
means, to lose sight of the importance 
of relationships, to lose sight of sim­
plicity. 
But just stop. Look around. Reach 
out to another person. Take a deep 
breath. Pray. Smile. Close your eyes for 
just a moment and think about some­
thing else, something higher. Realize 
that the end is in sight, but realize that 






Release Date: 12:30-97 
){ ?< )< )<i 
Ever heard of Jennifer Knapp? Of course you havent, or least 
most of you haven't. This month marks the release of her first major 
album entitled kansas on Gotee Records. Jennifer has already released 
two independent albums, the first in 1994 which sold over 2000 cop­
ies, and the second (her first full-length CD), entitled Wishing Well, 
which has currently sold more than 3000 copies. 
Her new release will not soon be foigotten. kansas promises to be 
a well-received creation. Mark Stuart, lead singer of Audio Adrena­
line, is the producer at the helm of this project and I must admit that I 
am very impressed with his endeavor The production work on this album gives the feel that you are 
hearing Jennifer and her band live. 
Jennifer's music has been described as a form of alternative folk rock. Her vocals are crystal-clear 
and very powerful, definitely the main attraction of this album. Only secondary to her voice are her self-
penned guitar melodies which captured my attention the very moment I heard the first song.Through-
out these songs are woven a myriad of unpredictable chord progressions and surprisingly sweet melo­
dies. The bridges are even captivating! 
Every song is guitar driven, about half acoustic and the other half acoustic and electric. The tempo 
of the album is equally shared between four fast-paced songs, four slower songs and two that are 
moderate. The opening prelude is acappella and will catch your attention immediately It's only about 
a minute long but don't worry, the closing song is the same acappella version with an extra verse tacked 
on. Along with the aforementioned guitar playing, a few of the songs have string accompaniment. 
Appearances were also made by an occasional mandolin, flute, various wind instruments and an elec­
tric violin (an educated guess). 
The theme of many of Jennifer's songs revolve around the sinful state of the human nature and our 
consequent need of a grace-encounter with the living God. A section of the song entitled "Undo Me" 
goes as follows: "Father; I think I messed up again, was it something I did, was it something I said, I 
don't mean to do you wrong it's just the way of human nature... It k time to get down on my knees and 
pray - Lord undo me - put away my flesh and bone till you won the spirit through me - Lord undo me." 
Jennifer explains her heart:"... we still need God. I've seen people around me who lost their fire and 
passion for God, even though they're still in church. So thatk one of the things I try to communicate, 
having an honesty with God, because thatk what he wants... to be able to share your heart honestly and 
to encourage others, to be honest is really what itk about for me." 
kansas almost seems too good to be true. Every song is a musical feast for the hungry wanderer 
The lyrical content is refreshingly honest. I'm really not comfortable penning an artist as being in the 
likeness of another^ but for the purposes of this it may serve the reader well. Jennifefs music has been 
likened to that of Sarah McLachlan, Natalie Merchant, the Indigo Girls andThe Cranberries. I see 
traces of the influences of Rich Mullins and, on one particular song, Dave Matthews. This album is 
three-dimensional, it has life to it. If you're contemplating purchasing a new album in the near future 
this is it. -Shane Tucker 
Letters to the Editor 
Letters to the Editor must be received in our offices by 5 p.m. onTuesday in order to be 
published the coming Friday's issue. Letters must be signed for publication. Both 
letters and guest columns are subject to editing due to length. 
You can write to us off-campus at: The Echo, Taylor University, 500 W. Reade Ave., 
Upland, IN 46989-1001 
or on-campus at: The Echo, Rupp Communication Arts Building 
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"O little town of Bethlehem, how still 
we see thee lie ..." 
As I rode in to the Palestinian-Arab city 
of Bethlehem one sunny Saturday morn­
ing this November, I remembered thinking 
nothing could be further from reality. As 
my friends and I climbed out of our taxi to 
walk up to Manger Square, we were sur­
rounded by a large crowd. We quickly met 
up with a friend, who explained that we had 
inadvertantly stumbled onto the Palestin­
ian Independence Day. (Although the Pal­
estinian people officially declared their in­
dependence in 1988 and have had a nomi­
nal peace with Israel since 1995, many bor­
ders are still guarded by the Israeli military 
and Bethlehem is well-known for its riots.) 
The sirens preparing for a military parade 
Thoughts from 
l&ra&L 
by Andrea Anibal 
and screaming bottle rockets set my nerves 
on edge as he guided us through the 
crowded, littered streets. 
We headed through the wall-to-wall 
people for a privileged vantage point on a 
rooftop overlooking the festivities. From 
our perch we could see the crowds saluting 
as members of the Palestinian police force 
drove by with their machine guns proudly 
pointed skyward. As a group of children 
walked around the square carrying a huge 
banner of the P.L.O. leader Yasser Arafat, 
one of my friends turned around and said 
flatly, "This is where Jesus was bom." 
That thought made me take a step back. 
Up until that point, I had been so consumed 
by the combination of extravaganza and 
filth that I had foigotten the reason we were 
there. I grappled with the idea for a few 
minutes, then almost laughed at the appro­
priateness of it all. Jesus came into this 
world as a helpless baby to an oppressed 
people who were looking for a worldly sav­
ior and taught them about the kingdom of 
God based on their experience. And while 
the Christmas carol is beautiful, chances are 
that it doesn't reflect the political reality of 
that day any better than this one. So what 
better place to know the peace of our Lord? 
God never does things the way we think 
they should be done. In fact, He often re­
minds us that "the foolishness" of God is 
wiser than the wisdom of men" (1 
Corinthians 1:25), through perfect para­
doxes like Bethlehem. 
If this land is to know true peace, it 
won't be accomplished by any number of 
government officials around a negotiating 
table, but only through the One who said, 
"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
to you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled 
and do not be afraid" (John 14:27). 
I left the chaos of Bethlehem assured 
that Jesus Christ wil bring peace to all His 
people in His own time, not according to 
the goals of militant leaders or the calen­
dar of some diplomat. 
